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State misses water conservation goals in December

Water board stresses cumulative savings still on track

By Staff Reports
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

Sacramento >> California missed its 25 percent water conservation goal in December, although its cumulative savings since June are on target, according to numbers released Tuesday by the
State Water Resources Control Board.

The statewide conservation rate in December was just 18.3 percent compared to December 2013. That was down from 20.4 percent in November and continued a steady decline since July’s high
point of 31.4 percent savings.

The statewide conservation target was hit from June through September and that has buoyed the cumulative number for June-December to 25.5 percent, just barely above the target.

Local results were generally better, though only the Del Oro Water Co. hit its December target with 32.3 percent savings. Chico’s savings were 31.5 percent, Oroville’s 22.2 percent and
Paradise’s, just 8.2 percent. Cumulatively for June-December only Oroville is off its target, and just by 0.2 percent.

Regional conservation numbers showed the highest savings in the Sacramento River watershed, as usual, at 25.8 percent. The San Francisco Bay, San Joaquin River and Tulare Lake regions were
all above 20 percent. The South Coast saved 15.8 percent.

Since June, 1.1 million acre-feet have been saved statewide, with the target through February being 1.2 million acre-feet.

Average statewide water use declined from 76 gallons per person per day in November to 67 gallons in December, the second lowest per-person rate since water-use reporting began in June 2014. Local per capital usage ranged from 49.6
gallons per person per day in Del Oro to 101.2 gallons in Paradise. All the local districts except Paradise were under the statewide average.

This afternoon the water board will consider extending emergency conservation regulations as directed by Gov. Brown in November.
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